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kind occur constantly in the history of societies as of indi-
viduals ; they are inseparable from the competition, and struggles
for mastery which have hitherto been the conditions of all
progress in this world ; and the Mahornedans, a high-spirited
community which has had its share of political adventure and
triumph, are not incapable of accepting with* dignity such
changes of fortune. It maj- be questioned whether the termina-
tion of a period of supremacy and the succession of a foreign
government are changes as acutely felt by a community which is
bound together with the tie of a common faith, as they are by
a tribe or by a modern nation ; and whether nationality, which
is a bond quite unknown to Indian Mahomedans, be not much
the more sensitive constitution. Yet undoubtedly all the.se
things make tip for the Mahomedans of India a case which
requires delicate and forbearing treatment by their successors in
chief sovereignty, although it was not England that pulled down
the rule of Islam, in India, which had fallen to pieces before we
began to build up an empire ; and we may concede that the
English Government, with all its good intentions and high
integrity for the last sixty years, has often failed to treat
such difficult and complicated disorders, with skill and ten-
derness. We are not famous, if Mr. Matthew Arnold reads
us aright, for sweetness and sympathy in our dealings with
subject peoples; we are too much inclined to rely upon the
force of material interests for our work of fusion; to fancy
that personal liberty and comfort will compensate for the wounds
which our success must necessarily inflict on the piide and the
prejudices of those whom we -follow in political supremacy :
we reckon too much on the interests of men, and too little on
their passions. It may be owned that we are not always very
light-handed ministers to the Oriental mind diseased. But this
is a very different matter from confessing that we are responsible
for the disease itself, or that it exhibits any peculiar symptoms
or mysterious virulence that could only be accounted for by our
reckless neglect and ignorance, or by sheer malignity*

We may at once assume that our conquest* of India has been
distasteful to the Mahomedans, and that their hostility may be,
in certain contingencies, a matter of great concern to ourselves*